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1. Editorial

2009 was the most difficult year in the history of the Austrian  
Science Fund. The first months of the year coincided with the onset 
of the economic crisis, the formation of a new federal government 
and a new ownership structure of the FWF. Previously, two minis-
tries were responsible for the FWF (BMVIT – Federal Ministry for 
Transport, Innovation and Technology and BMWF – Federal Ministry 
of Science and Research). Since the beginning of 2009, the FWF is 
within the sole responsibility of the BMWF. As much as we welcomed 
this streamlining of responsibilities, the transfer was accompanied 
by insufficient funds, which subsequently led to serious financial 
troubles. Following a 6-months interruption of funding activities – 
during which time the mere existence of FWF was at stake – our 
ministry eventually managed to draw up a budget for 2009. While, 
for the first time, this budget granted a 5-year funding perspective, 
funds for new projects in 2009 (and the subsequent years) were 
down by approximately 20% compared to 2008, resulting in a tighter 
competition in all our programs with concomitantly lower success 
rates. Furthermore, we had to discontinue the payment of over-
heads and had to shelve plans for new programs. 

On the following pages we supply detailed information on each 
of our funding programs, which are grouped into three catego-
ries entitled “Exploring New Frontiers – Promotion of Top-Quality 
Research,” “Cultivating Talents – Development of Human Resources,” 
and “Realizing Ideas – Interactive Effects of Science and Research 
on Society.” In addition, the report discusses each program from a 
gender mainstreaming perspective. The publication also provides a 
brief description of our procedures from the receipt of an application 

to the dispatch of the corresponding decision letter, an overview of 
application processing times and an indication of the countries of  
origin of our international reviewers. Finally, the report includes 
general research statistics for Austria, including a comparison of total 
expenditures on research and development with other countries.

Following a long-standing tradition, the cover of this booklet was 
selected by a distinguished jury in the course of the “Picture of the 
Year 2009” competition organized by the FWF. This Year´s award 
winner is Marcus Geiger with a photograph entitled “20er Haus – 
21er Haus”. The 20er Haus is Austria´s pavilion from the Expo 1958 
in Brussels, which was subsequently transferred to Vienna, where it 
served as a museum of contemporary art for many years. Currently 
it is undergoing reconstruction. 

We hope this publication will attract your interest.

Sincerely,

Christoph Kratky
President of the FWF

Dear Reader,

It is my pleasure to present the Austrian 

Science Fund's Statistics Booklet for 

the year 2009. This publication contains 

key facts, figures and data on the  

most difficult funding year the Austrian  

Science Fund (FWF) has had in its 

40-year history. Continuing last year´s 

precedent, we publish an English-

language edition of the statistics book-

let to complement our annual report, 

which is in German.



FWF Statistics 2009 FWF Statistics 2009

The FWF's Corporate Policy | 76 | The FWF's Corporate Policy

2. The FWF's Corporate Policy

“We strengthen science and the humanities in Austria”

The Austrian Science Fund (FWF) is Austria's central funding  
organization for basic research. 

Our mission 

The purpose of the FWF is to support the ongoing development  
of Austrian science and basic research at a high international level.  
In this way, the FWF makes a significant contribution to cultural 
development, to the advancement of our knowledge-based society, 
and thus to the creation of value and wealth in Austria. 

Our objectives 

 �To strengthen Austria's international performance and capabilities 
in science and research as well as the country's attractiveness as 
a location for high-level scientific activities, primarily by funding 
top-quality research projects for individuals and teams and by 
enhancing the competitiveness of Austria's innovation system and 
its research facilities; 

 �To develop Austria's human resources for science and research in 
both qualitative and quantitative terms based on the principle of 
research-driven education; 

 �To emphasize and enhance the interactive effects of science and 
research with all other areas of culture, the economy and soci-
ety, and in particular to increase the acceptance of science and 
research through concerted public relations activities. 

Our values 

 �Excellence and competition: The FWF's funding activities focus 
on research efforts devoted to generating new knowledge; the 
quality of research is assessed by international referees on a  
competitive basis. 

 �Independence: Creativity in basic research requires freedom. 
Thanks to its legally independent status, the FWF is able to  
ensure this freedom and to safeguard science and research from 
the direct influence of special interest groups. 

 �International orientation: The FWF is guided by the standards  
of the international scientific community and actively supports  
cooperation across national borders. 

 �Equal treatment of all disciplines: The FWF treats all researchers 
according to the same standards, without giving preference to or 
discriminating against individual disciplines. 

 �Transparency and fairness: The FWF makes every effort to  
avoid conflicts of interest, to implement checks and balances in 
all stages of its procedures, and to communicate its methods and 
decision-making process clearly in order to ensure acceptance of 
its activities. 

 �Gender mainstreaming: The equal treatment of women and  
men in research is a top priority at the FWF, and our organization 
pursues this objective through specific programs and gender  
mainstreaming in all fields. 

 �Equal opportunities: The FWF evaluates grant applications 
without regard to the applicant's position or academic degree. 

 �Ethical standards: The FWF is dedicated to ensuring that the 
rules of sound scientific practice and internationally accepted  
ethical standards are observed within the fund's sphere of  
influence. 
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3. �FWF Programs to Strengthen  
Austria's Science System

The FWF funds clearly defined research projects  

of limited duration in the following categories:

Exploring New Frontiers – Promotion of Top-Quality Research

 �Support for Stand-alone Projects: Stand-alone Projects
 �Priority Research Programs: SFBs, NFNs
 �Awards and Prizes: START, Wittgenstein
 �International Programs: Multilateral project funding, Bilateral 
project funding, Networks and infrastructure

Cultivating Talents – Development of Human Resources

 �Doctoral Programs: DKs
 �International Mobility: Schrödinger, Meitner,  
Translational Brainpower
 �Career Development for Female Scientists: Firnberg, Richter

Realizing ideas – Interactive Effects of Science and Research  

on Society

 �Application-oriented Basic Research: Translational Research 
 �Support for Artistic Research: PEEK 
 �Support for Scientific Publications and for Science  

Communication: Support for Scientific Publications

Support for Stand-alone Projects 

Priority Research Programs

Awards and Prizes

Exploring New Frontiers

Application-oriented  

Basic Research

Support for Scientific Publications 

and for Science Communication

Support for  

Artistic Research

Realizing Ideas Cultivating Talents

Doctoral Programs

Career Development for  

Female Scientists

International Mobility

International Programs
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3.1. �Exploring New Frontiers –  
Promotion of Top-Quality Research

3.1.1 Support for Stand-alone Projects

Stand-alone projects

In 2009, stand-alone projects once again represented the core of 
innovative research funding and the FWF's largest funding category. 
The total amount involved in project applications on which funding 
decisions were made came to €243.2 million. Within the FWF's  
programs, this sum accounts for 41.8% of the overall volume of  
projects decided upon in 2009. 
Including proposals submitted in the year 2008, the FWF issued 
decisions on a total of 904 applications in 2009. Funding was granted 
in 291 of those cases, thus making for an average approval rate of 
32.2% based on the number of proposals.
The total funds approved for stand-alone projects amounted to  
€76.3 million, meaning that some 51.7% of overall funding  
approvals went to this type of project in 2009. The average approval 
rate came to 30.4% based on the requested funding.

With regard to gender mainstreaming, the figures for the year 2009 
are as follows: Of the 904 project applications received for review, 
229 came from women, which represents a share of 25.3%. The 
FWF approved 74 of those proposals, meaning that projects super-
vised by women accounted for 25.4% of the overall number of 
approvals (291). The average approval rate for projects supervised by 
women thus came to 32.3% in 2009.

The FWF continued to pursue its goal of supporting stand-alone 
projects as the core of its funding activities and to reduce the discre-
pancy between the number of proposals approved and the funding 
amounts approved. In its approval practices, the FWF now rejects 
problematic projects and recommends revision instead of simply 
providing a smaller amount of funding. At the same time, the FWF 
provides full funding for high-quality projects wherever possible.  
The average percentage by which the FWF reduced funding for 
approved projects was 8.2% of the amounts requested.  
These reductions can mainly be attributed to specific suggestions 
from reviewers with regard to potential savings which would not  
jeopardize the success of each project. Such corrections are an 
essential part of the FWF Board's activities in the interest of  
allocating funds in a responsible manner. 

3.1.2 Priority Research Programs

Special Research Programs (SFBs)

In its Special Research Programs, the FWF supports groups of  
scholars from all disciplines at Austrian universities as well as  
non-profit research institutions outside of the university setting.  
These programs pursue two main objectives: First, they are de-
signed to promote the creation of research networks on par with 
international standards through autonomous concentration (bottom-
up) in specific areas of research at an individual university. Second, 
the programs promote the development of exceptionally productive, 
closely networked research facilities for long-term interdisciplinary 
study in complex fields of research. Grants are approved for up to 
eight years.

In 2009, the FWF approved grants for one Special Research  
Program with a total of eleven sub-projects. Of those eleven  
sub-projects, none are headed by women. Two SFBs were approved 
for continuation. The overall volume of funding approved came to 
approximately €10.2 million.

National Research Networks (NFNs)

NFN grants are intended to support scholars from all disciplines  
at Austrian universities as well as non-profit research institutions 
outside of the university setting. The purpose of these grants is to 
promote concentration in specific areas of scholarly research, gene-
rally by developing nationwide research networks for collaborative 
multidisciplinary work on larger research projects in the long term. 
Grants are approved for up to eight years.

In 2009 no new NFNs were granted by the FWF. One NFN was  
approved for continuation. The overall volume of funding approved 
came to approximately €2.3 million.
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3.1.2.1 Ongoing Special Research Programs (SFBs)

SCIEM 2000 – The Synchronization of Civilizations in the  

Eastern Mediterranean in the Second Millennium B. C.  

(Speaker: Manfred Bietak)	 U Vienna 	 Start: 1999
Advanced Light Sources (ADLIS)

(Speaker: Joachim Burgdörfer)	T U Vienna 	 Start: 2000
Modulators of RNA Fate and Function

(Speaker: Udo Bläsi)	 U Vienna 	 Start: 2001 
Molecular and Immunological Strategies for Prevention,   

Diagnosis and Treatment of Type I Allergies  

(Speaker: Rudolf Valenta)	 MU Vienna 	 Start: 2002
International Tax Coordination

(Speaker: Michael Lang)	 WU Vienna 	 Start: 2003
Cell Proliferation and Cell Death in Tumors 

(Speaker: Lukas Huber)	 MU Innsbruck 	 Start: 2003
Mechanisms of the Establishment and Maintenance  

of Immunology Tolerance

(Speaker: Willfried Ellmeier)	 MU Vienna 	 Start: 2005�E nd: 2009
Infrared Optical Nanostructures (IR-ON)

(Speaker: Karl Unterrainer)	T U Vienna 	 Start: 2005
JAK-Stat Signalling: from Basics to Disease

(Speaker: Mathias Müller)	 VetMed Vienna	 Start: 2006
Lipotoxicity: Lipid-induced Cell Dysfunction and Cell Death

(Speaker: Rudolf Zechner)	 U Graz	 Start: 2007
The History of Mining Activities in the Tyrol and Adjacent Areas; 	  

Impact on Environment and Human Societies

(Speaker: Klaus Oeggl)	 U Innsbruck	 Start: 2007
Mathematical Optimization and Applications in Biomedical Sciences	

(Speaker: Karl Kunisch)	 U Graz	 Start: 2007
Transmembrane Transporters in Health and Disease

(Speaker: Harald Sitte)	 MU Vienna	 Start: 2008
Chromosome Dynamics – Unravelling the Function of  

Chromosomal Domains

(Speaker: Franz Klein)	 U Vienna 	 Start: 2008
Fusarium Metabolites and Detoxification Reactions

(Speaker: Gerhard Adam)	 BOKU Vienna	 Start: 2009
Foundations and Applications of Quantum Science

(Speaker: Rainer Blatt)	 U Innsbruck	 Start: 2009
Computational Materials Laboratory

(Speaker: Georg Kresse)	 U Vienna	 Start: 2010
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3.1.2.2 Ongoing National Research Networks (NFNs)

Nanosciences on Surfaces	 U Graz, TU Graz, U Linz, TU Vienna, 
(Coordinator: Falko Netzer)	 U Vienna, U Innsbruck 	 Start: 2003
Cognitive Vision – Key Technology for a Personal Assistant

(Coordinator: Markus Vincze)	T U Vienna, TU Graz, MU Leoben 	 Start: 2003�E nd: 2009
Industrial Geometry	 TU Graz, U Linz, 
(Coordinator: Oswin Aichholzer)	 U Innsbruck, TU Vienna 	 Start: 2005
Proliferation, Differentiation and Cell Death during Cellular Aging	 ÖAW, U Salzburg, U Graz, 
(Coordinator: Pidder Jansen-Dürr)	 BOKU Vienna, MU Graz 	 Start: 2005
Analytic Combinatorics and Probabilistic Number Theory	 TU Vienna, TU Graz, U Vienna, 
(Coordinator: Michael Drmota)	 U Linz, MU Leoben 	 Start: 2006
Interface Controlled and Functionalised Organic Films	 U Linz, TU Graz, U Graz, 
(Coordinator: Helmut Sitter)	 FHOÖ, MU Leoben	 Start: 2006
The Cultural History of the Western Himalaya from the 8th Century	

(Coordinator: Deborah Klimburg-Salter)	 U Vienna, ÖAW	 Start: 2007
Linking Microbial Diversity and Functions across Scales  

and Ecosystems	 U Vienna, BOKU Vienna, 
(Coordinator: Andreas Richter)	 U Zurich, IIASA	 Start: 2007
Limbic System Circuitries underlying Fear and Anxiety	 MU Innsbruck, U Innsbruck, 
(Coordinator: Günther Sperk)	 MU Vienna	 Start: 2007 
Drugs from Nature Targeting Inflammation 

(Coordinator: Hermann Stuppner)	 U Innsbruck	 Start: 2008
Signal and Information Processing in Science and Engineering	 ftw Telecommunications 

(Coordinator: Thomas Zemen)	 Research Center Vienna 	 Start: 2008
Photoacoustic Imaging in Biology and Medicine

(Coordinator: Otmar Scherzer)	 U Innsbruck 	 Start: 2008
High-Performance Bulk Nanocrystalline Materials

(Coordinator: Michael Zehetbauer)	 U Vienna 	 Start: 2008
The Austrian Center for Labor Economics and the Analysis  

of the Welfare State

(Coordinator: Rudolf Winter-Ebmer)	 U Linz	 Start: 2008
Imperium and Officium: Comparative Studies in Ancient  

Bureaucracy and Officialdom

(Coordinator: Michael Jursa)	 U Vienna	 Start: 2009
The Austrian National Election Study

(Coordinator: Fritz Plasser)	 U Innsbruck	 Start: 2009
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3.1.3 Awards and Prizes

All funding decisions in this category are prepared  
by the International START/Wittgenstein Jury.

START Program

The objective of the START Program is to ensure that highly  
promising young scholars (two to ten years after receiving their  
doctorate) have the means to plan their research on a long-term 
basis and with sufficient financial security. By independently  
establishing, expanding and leading a project group, young scholars 
are given an opportunity to acquire the qualifications necessary  
for leading positions in science and research. Grants are approved 
for a maximum of six years. The upper limit for funds from the 
START Program is €1.2 million (i.e. for a full six-year project).

In 2009, six young scholars – two of them women – received funds 
under this program. Five projects were approved for continuation.

Wittgenstein Award

The Wittgenstein Award is intended for scholars who have already 
established themselves as leaders in their fields. The purpose of this 
award is to ensure that such scholars enjoy a maximum of freedom 
and flexibility in carrying out their research in order to enhance their 
scholarly performance to the fullest possible extent. Grants are 
approved for a maximum of five years. The upper limit for funds from 
the Wittgenstein Award is €1.5 million (i.e. for a full five-year award).

In 2009, two Wittgenstein Awards were conferred.
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3.1.4 International Programs

In the field of transnational funding, the FWF approved a total  
funding amount of €9.5 million. 

Multilateral project funding

Multilateral project funding refers to all projects which are supported 
within the framework of transnational, often thematically related 
calls for proposals which involve at least three countries. 

In 2009, the FWF approved funding for a total of 29 projects within 
the framework of multilateral project funding, 23 of them in six  
ERA-Net calls and six in three EUROCORES calls. For six further 
EUROCORES projects, funding decisions must be coordinated with 
partner organisations.

In addition, the FWF also decided to participate in six new  
EUROCORES project calls as well as three new ERA-Net calls.

Bilateral project funding

In 2009, the FWF substantially expanded its activities in the field of 
bilateral research cooperation.  
The possibility of submitting proposals with partners from Germany 
and Switzerland under the DACH Lead Agency Procedure was used 
intensively. 

The FWF's first joint call for proposals with ANR (Agence National 
de la Recherche, France) was carried out within the subject areas of 
physics, chemistry and mathematics. 

In addition, calls for bilateral cooperation projects were carried out 
jointly with NSFC (China), JSPS (Japan), NSC (Taiwan) and CONICET 
(Argentina). Cooperations with Russia (RFBR) are open for contin
uous applications. Two calls in cooperation with the NSF (U.S. Nati-
onal Science Foundation) were carried out in the subject areas of 
material sciences and chemistry. 

Altogether 17 projects were approved for bilateral funding in 2009.  

Networks and infrastructure 

In 2009, the FWF decided to take part in 19 new ESF Research 
Networking Programs. Through these programs, the FWF finances 
Austria's participation in a total of over 50 research networks. 

Joint seminars are part of bilateral agreements with selected partner 
organizations and mainly serve the purpose of initiating bilateral 
cooperation projects. In the course of intensifying its joint activities 
with partner organizations, the FWF approved eight joint seminars 
for Austrian scholars with researchers from Russia, Taiwan, Japan, 
Korea and Thailand. 

As in past years, the FWF's financial contributions to the Internatio-
nal Continental Drilling Programme (ICDP) as well as the European 
Consortium for Ocean Research Drilling (ECORD) have provided  
Austrian scholars with access to the infrastructure in those  
internationally financed research projects. 

International Programs in 2009

ESF EUROCORES  €1.6 Mio. 

ERA-Net Calls  €2.3 Mio. 

Bilateral projects €2.8 Mio. 

Bilateral projects – Lead Agency Procedure  €2.0 Mio. 

ESF Research Networking Programs, ICDP, ECORD €0.7 Mio. 

Joint Seminars, Establishment of Research Partnerships €0.1 Mio. 

Total €9.5 Mio. 
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3.2 �Cultivating Talents – 
Development of Human Resources

3.2.1 Doctoral Programs 

Doctoral Programs (DKs)

The DK program, which was restructured in 2008, targets groups 
of researchers from all disciplines at Austrian universities as well as 
non-profit research institutions outside of the university setting. The 
purpose of the program is to promote the development of education 
centers for highly qualified young scholars from the national and 
international scientific community. These projects are also intended 
to support concentration in specific areas of research at Austrian 
research institutions and to enhance the continuity and impact of 
those focus areas. DK projects can only be established at research 
institutions which have the accreditation necessary to award docto-
ral degrees. Grants are approved for a maximum of 12 years.

In 2009, the FWF approved funding for eight DK projects, one of 
which is headed by a woman. In addition, funding was renewed for 
two DK projects. The overall volume of funding approved came to 
approximately €21.3 million.



3.2.2 International Mobility

Erwin Schrödinger Fellowships for research abroad

The Erwin Schrödinger Fellowship Program is designed for young, 
highly qualified university graduates from Austria and is open to 
applicants from all disciplines. The purpose of the program is to 
enable young Austrian scholars to work at research institutions 
abroad and to facilitate access to new areas of science as well as 
methods, procedures and techniques so that they can contribute  
to the development of their respective fields upon their return to 
Austria. Grants are approved for a period of 10 to 24 months. Since 
2009 it is also possible to apply for a return phase for a period of 6  
to 12 months after return. 

In the year 2009, 53 young scholars were able to take advantage of this 
opportunity, and the total volume of funding approved came to appro-
ximately €3.5 million. Of the 53 applications approved, 22 came from 
women, which represents a share of 41.5%. The average duration of 

grants approved was just under 20 months. The top three destinations 
were the U.S. (17 scholars), Great Britain (8) and Canada (8). Of the 53 
young scholars 8 applied for a return phase. 
 
Lise Meitner Program for scholars from abroad

The Lise Meitner Program supports highly qualified scholars from 
abroad who can make a contribution to the advancement of science 
at an Austrian research institution. The program is open to applicants 
from all disciplines. The objective of the program is to enhance  
quality and know-how in Austria's scientific community by support
ing the establishment of international contacts. Grants are approved 
for a period of 12 to 24 months. 

In the year 2009, 25 international scholars came to Austria under  
this program, and the total volume of funding approved came to 
approximately €3.3 million. Of the 25 applications approved,  
ten came from women, which represents a share of 40.0%. The 
average time period approved was approximately 23 months. The 
program accepts visiting scholars from countries all over the world. 

Translational Brainpower visiting scholars program 
As an extension of the Translational Research Program (TRP), the  
Translational Brainpower initiative makes it possible to integrate 
scholars from abroad into the Austrian research landscape.
The objective of this program is to support the high-level integra-
tion of outstanding scholars from abroad into Austrian research 
projects at the interface between basic and applied research. In the 
course of the program, each scholar spends nine months (within a 
project duration of three years) working with a partner and leading 
a research group at an Austrian research institution. The scholars 
remain based at the research institution abroad so that members of 
the Austrian research group can also work there for a certain period 
of time. This form of exchange is designed to promote “brain gain” 
by creating added value for the project funded and by supporting 
international networking for Austrian scholars. Funding for these  
projects is provided by the Brainpower Program at the Austrian 
Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT). 

In 2009, one proposal with a total funding volume of €0.3 million 
was approved.
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3.2.3 Career Development for Female Scientists

This two-stage career development scheme provides outstanding 
female scholars who wish to pursue an academic career with an  
opportunity to apply for a total of six years of funding.
The FWF's career development programs for female scientists include 
the postdoctoral Hertha Firnberg Program, which supports women at 
the beginning of their academic careers, and the senior postdoctoral 
Elise Richter Program, which is designed to help women gain the  
qualifications required to apply for a professorship in Austria or abroad. 

Hertha Firnberg Program

The program supports highly qualified female university graduates from 
all disciplines. The objective of the program is to enhance women's  
academic career opportunities at universities and to provide as much 
support as possible at the beginning of their academic careers or upon 
their return from maternity leave. Grants are approved for 36 months.

In 2009, 13 proposals from female scholars were approved, and the 
total volume of funding came to approximately €2.6 million.

Elise Richter Program

This senior postdoctoral program is designed for highly qualified female 
scholars from all disciplines who plan to pursue an academic career. 
The objective of the program is to support outstanding scholars in the 
development of their academic careers and in gaining the qualifications 
necessary to apply for a professorship in Austria or abroad (“Habilitation”  
or equivalent qualification) by the time the program is completed. 
Grants are approved for a period of 12 to 48 months.

In 2009, 16 proposals from female scholars were approved, and the 
total volume of funding came to approximately €3.7 million.

3.3 �Realizing Ideas – Interactive Effects of  
Science and Research on Society

3.3.1 Application-oriented Basic Research

Translational Research Program (TRP) 

The Translational Research Program targets scholars from all disci-
plines in Austria. Its purpose is to support continuing and targeted 
basic research at the interface to applied research based on self-
generated scholarly insights or projects at the interface between 
art and science, on the scholar's own artistic activities and geared 
toward specific applications and/or a potential economic, social or 
cultural benefit. Moreover, the program aims to promote coopera-
tion between university scholars with their counterparts at research 
institutions outside the university setting and at polytechnics in order 
to leverage synergies with regard to research personnel and infra-
structure as well as permeability in connection with the education 
of doctoral candidates. Funding for these projects is provided by the 
Austrian Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology 
(BMVIT).

In 2009, a total of 13 applications were approved, two of which were 
submitted by women. The overall volume of funding approved came 
to approximately €3.3 million.

FWF Statistics 2009
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3.3.2 Support for Artistic Research

Program for Arts-based Research (PEEK)

In 2009 the FWF and the BMWF initiated a Program for Arts-based 
Research.  
The program seeks to promote arts-based research that undertakes 
creative consideration of themes and issues in the light of the 
development and reception of new forms of art and of ways and 
methods of artistic expression, generally in close connection with 
scientific research or its application. The program also seeks to pro-
mote reflection on the interpretation of works of art and thus inclu-
des capacity building arrangements as well as new strategies for the 
dissemination of artistic productions. The review process is carried 
out with involvement of the international advisory board for PEEK.

In 2009 the FWF approved funding for seven PEEK projects, of 
which four are led by women. The overall volume of funding  
approved came to approximately €1.8 million.

3.3.3 �Support for Scientific Publications 
and for Science Communication

Support for Scientific Publications

The FWF's support for scientific publications comprises three  
elements: stand-alone publications, translations of stand-alone  
publications, and peer-reviewed publications.
In 2009, the total volume of funding for scientific publications  
came to approximately €0.5 million.

The purpose of stand-alone publications, which is open to scholars 
from all disciplines, is to support the publication of stand-alone sci-
entific papers in order to make them available to a broader audience 
in an appropriate and economical manner. A total of 57 applications –  
27 of them by women – were approved in 2009.

The FWF pursues the same general objective in its funding of  
translation costs for stand-alone publications, which has been 
offered since September 2007. In this context, one of the main  
quality criteria is the selection of a renowned publisher which uses 
an international peer review process and thus ensures the quality  
of the translation vis-à-vis the FWF. 
In this field, a total of five applications for funding were  
approved in 2009. The translation of scholarly publications into a 
specialist language appropriate to the relevant scientific community 
therefore makes a substantial contribution to the dissemination of 
research findings beyond the borders of the German-speaking world. 

The purpose of peer-reviewed publications is to provide funding for 
the costs of refereed journal articles arising from FWF projects up to 
three years after the end of each project (generally the costs of open 
access, page charges, submission fees, illustrations and the like). 
In 2009, open access publications accounted for a full 60% of  
applications. 

3.3.2.1 Members of the PEEK Board 

Paula Crabtree
Bergen National Academy of the Arts, Norway

Discipline: 
Arts & Media

Staffan Henriksson
Aarhus School of Architecture, Denmark

Discipline: 
Architecture

Nigel Johnson
University of Dundee, Great Britain

Discipline: 
Arts & Media

Efva Lilja
University of Dance Stockholm, Sweden

Discipline: 
Performing Arts

Emmanuel Nuñes
France

Discipline: 
Music

Janet Ritterman
Great Britain

Discipline: 
Music

Yrjö Sotamaa
University of Art and Design Helsinki, Finland

Discipline: 
Design

Michael Worton
University College London, Great Britain

Discipline: 
Literature
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4. Grant Statistics

In 2009 commissioned funding programs were transferred into the 
FWF´s autonomous area. As a result, from 2009 onward there will 
be only one overall view of the investments made in Austrian basic 
research. In order to ensure comparability with previous years, auto-
nomous and formerly commissioned areas were also merged for 
the previous years.

A total of 606 applications were approved in 2009 (compared to  
735 in 2008).

4.1 Development of Funding
Number of grants awarded – autonomous area
Number of grants awarded – commissioned area

Total grants in million Euro – autonomous area
Total grants in million Euro – commissioned area

180
170
160
150 
140 
130 
120 
 
110 
 
100 
 
90 
80 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30
20 
10

700 

600 

500 

400 

300 

200 

100 

2009

606

2009

147.6

557

2005 2006

673

2007

710

2008

735

2005

122.1

2006

150.9

2007

163.4

2008

176.1



Grant Statistics | 3332 | Grant Statistics

FWF Statistics 2009 FWF Statistics 2009

4.
3 

� To
ta

l G
ra

n
ts

 b
y 

Fu
n

d
in

g
 P

ro
g

ra
m

 (
in

 m
ill

io
n

 E
u

ro
) (1

)

St
an

d-
al

on
e 

Pr
oj

ec
ts

	
76

.3
	

 

	
89

.9
	

Sp
ec

ia
l R

es
ea

rc
h 

Pr
og

ra
m

s 
(S

FB
s)

	
10

.2
	

 

	
11

.0
	

N
at

io
na

l R
es

ea
rc

h 
N

et
w

or
ks

 (N
FN

s)
	

2.
3	

 

	
12

.0
	

ST
A

RT
 P

ro
gr

am
	

6.
3	

 

	
6.

1	

W
itt

ge
ns

te
in

 A
w

ar
d	

2.
8	

 

	
1.

5	

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l P
ro

gr
am

s	
9.

5	
 

	
9.

7	

D
oc

to
ra

l P
ro

gr
am

s 
(D

Ks
)	

21
.3

	
 

	
16

.1
	

Er
w

in
 S

ch
rö

di
ng

er
 F

el
lo

w
sh

ip
s	

3.
5	

 

	
4.

1	

Li
se

 M
ei

tn
er

 P
ro

gr
am

	
3.

3	
 

	
4.

2	

Tr
an

sl
at

io
na

l B
ra

in
po

w
er

	
0.

3	
 

	
1.

5	

H
er

th
a 

Fi
rn

be
rg

 P
ro

gr
am

	
2.

6	
 

	
2.

6	

El
is

e 
Ri

ch
te

r P
ro

gr
am

	
3.

7	
 

	
3.

0	

Tr
an

sl
at

io
na

l R
es

ea
rc

h 
Pr

og
ra

m
	

3.
3	

 

	
12

.4
	

Pr
og

ra
m

 fo
r A

rt
s-

ba
se

d 
Re

se
ar

ch
 (P

EE
K)

	
1.

8	

Su
pp

or
t f

or
 S

ci
en

tifi
c 

Pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

	
0.

5	
 

	
0.

5	

(1
) �i

nc
lu

di
ng

 e
xt

en
si

on
s,

 c
on

tin
ua

tio
ns

 a
nd

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 g

ra
nt

s

20
09

20
08



FWF Statistics | 3534 | FWF Statistics

FWF Statistics 2009 FWF Statistics 2009

5. FWF Statistics

Total Grants by scientific discipline in 2009 

	 grants	 percent

Life Sciences	 55.1	 37.4%

Natural and technical sciences	 60.1	 40.7%

Humanities and social sciences	 32.3	 21.9%

Total	 147.6

Allocation of funds in 2009

Personnel costs	 78.4%

Equipment costs	 1.9%

Consumables	 8.0%

Travel costs	 2.7%

Contracts for work and services	 1.4%

Contributions to publishing costs	 0.3%

Other costs	 7.3%

Overall approval rates for FWF programs

	 Based on			   Based on 

	 funding requested		  number of proposals

2007	 28.4%			   41.6%

2008	 31.9%			   43.0%

2009	 24.3%*			   34.0%**

*The approval rates based on funding requested in 2009 ranged from 6.4% to 53.9% in the different funding  

programs (up to 100% for continuations).

**The rates based on number of proposals in 2009 ranged from 11.1% to 59.0% in the different funding 

programs (up to 100% for continuations).

Research personnel funded by the FWF

(As of December 31, 2009)

Postdocs 951

Women 388

Men 563

Ph.D. students 1,619

Women 671

Men 948

Erwin Schrödinger Fellowships 86

Women 34

Men 52

Lise Meitner positions 42

Women 19

Men 23

Hertha Firnberg positions 41

Women 41

Men –

Elise Richter positions 35

Women 35

Men –

Impulse projects 1

Women 0

Men 1

Technical personnel 134

Women 95

Men 39

Other personnel 405

Women 183

Men 222

Total 3,314

Women 1,466

Men 1,848



Financial Performance and Development | 3736 | Financial Performance and Development

FWF Statistics 2009 FWF Statistics 2009

6. �Financial Performance and Development

6.1 �Financial Performance in 2009 (in million Euro)

Revenues

Returns from research support

	 BMWF� 127.0

	 BMWF (Transfers)� 6.7

	 BMVIT� 6.4

	 BMVIT (Translational Research)� 2.5

	 Total�  142.7

	 Contribution from National Foundation � 10.0 

	 Contribution from the European Union (COFUND)� 0.8 

	 Other revenues � 0.7

Change of amount available in anticipation� 81.7 

of next year’s budgets

Recoveries from grants approved in previous years� 6.5

Collections from conditionally approved grants� 2.1

Other contributions � 0.6

Total� 245.1

Expenditure

Grants  � 147.6

Expenses from international treaties� 0.3

Accounting costs (research institutions)� 0.6

Conditionally approved grants� 20.2

Transfers� 24.4

Administration� 6.8

Public relations� 1.6

Total� 201.4 

Annual surplus� 43.7

� 245.1 

 

Annual surplus� 43.7

Balance carried forward from last year� 14.1 

Balance� 57.8 
Total grants – autonomous area
Total grants – commissioned area

6.2 �Development of Funding (Total Grants)

in million Euro

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

1996

1995

1994

1993

1992

1991

1990

1989

1988

1987

1986

1985

20 40 60 800 100 120 140 160 180

2007

2008

2009

2006

147.6
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Funding program Applications  
received

Applications 
processed in 2009

Applications  
rejected

Approvals Approval rate  
in percent

Stand-alone Projects 897 904 613 291 32.2
Women/Men 230/667 229/675 155/458 74/217 32.3/32.1
SFBs (1) 12 12 1 11 14.3
Women/Men 0/12 0/12 0/1 0/11 0.0/20.0
SFBs continuation – 25 8 17 68.0
Women/Men –/– 2/23 1/7 1/16 50.0/69.6
NFNs (1) 13 10 10 0 0.0
Women/Men 1/12 0/10 0/10 0/0 0.0/0.0
NFNs continuation – 13 6 7 53.8
Women/Men –/– 2/11 0/6 2/5 100.0/45.5
START Program 94 50 44 6 12.0
Women/Men 25/69 14/36 12/32 2/4 14.3/11.1
START Program continuation – 5 0 5 100.0
Women/Men –/– 0/5 0/0 0/5 0.0/100.0
Wittgenstein Award 40 18 16 2 11.1
Women/Men 9/31 6/12 6/10 0/2 0.0/16.7
International Programs (3) 248 210 143 67 31.9
Women/Men 40/208 28/182 22/121 6/61 21.4/33.5
DKs (1) 8 8 0 8 36.4
Women/Men 1/7 1/7 0/0 1/7 33.3/36.8
DKs continuation – 3 1 2 66.7
Women/Men –/– 0/3 0/1 0/2 0.0/66.7
Schrödinger Fellowships 107 103 50 53 51.5
Women/Men 45/62 46/57 24/26 22/31 47.8/54.4
Meitner Program 72 72 47 25 34.7
Women/Men 31/41 30/42 20/27 10/15 33.3/35.7
Translational Brainpower Program� 7 3 2 1 33.3
Women/Men 2/5 1/2 1/1 0/1 0.0/50.0
Firnberg Program 53 53 40 13 24.5
Women/Men 53/– 53/– 40/– 13/– 24.5/–
Richter Program 44 31 15 16 51.6
Women/Men 44/– 31/– 15/– 16/– 51.6/–
TRP 107 58 45 13 22.4
Women/Men 24/83 9/49 7/38 2/11 22.2/22.4
PEEK 63 63 56 7 11.1
Women/Men 25/38 25/38 21/35 4/3 16.0/7.9
Support for Scientific Publications� 98 105 43 62 59.0
Women/Men 43/55 42/63 13/30 29/33 69.0/52.4
Total 1,863 1,746 1,140 606 34.0
Women/Men 573/1,290 519/1,227 337/803 182/424 34.8/33.6
Concept Applications SFBs/NFNs� 20
Women/Men 4/16
Concept Applications DKs� 22
Women/Men 3/19

7. Grants 2009 – Overview 
7.1 Grants 2009 – Overview: Number of Projects

(1) Two-stage process; the numbers displayed correspond to sub-projects from full applications.
(2) The approval rate is calculated as the ratio of full applications approved to the number of concept applications 

submitted.
(3) International Programs: International Programs, Initiation of international cooperation, etc.


