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Announcement on the call for the “Young Independent Researcher 
Groups” – a cooperation programme between the ÖAW and the FWF                                       

In December 2017, with the support of the Österreich-Fonds, the FWF is announcing the 
“Young Independent Researcher Groups”, a cooperation programme between the ÖAW and the 
FWF.  

The aim of this programme is to strengthen human resources in Austria by funding cooperation 
projects between internationally outstanding young researchers (postdocs max. 4 years after 
the doctorate) in all scientific disciplines, especially in the humanities and social and cultural 
sciences. The researchers in the Young Independent Researcher Groups are to work together 
on research questions in an innovative and interdisciplinary way and to link research institutions 
with one another. 

 

Programme Objectives 

- This programme aims to close a funding gap in the promotion of young postdocs (0–4 
years after doctorate).  

- Medium-term research cooperation (4 years) on a complex, current topic in mixed teams 
of at least 3 to max. 5 researchers (with a third of the under-represented gender based 
on the subject-specific representation of male and female researchers)1 should be made 
possible. 

- Research cooperation should be interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary on innovative 
subjects. 

- The research question is to be deepened or newly consolidated at at least two research 
institution/ or two organisational units of a research institution. 
 
 

1. Description of the Target Groups 

This programme is aimed at researchers who want to form a Young Independent Researcher 
Group together in order to conceive an innovative, interdisciplinary cooperation project to be 
carried out at Austrian research institutions. The application (Expression of Interest and full 
proposal) must in any case be submitted by an Austrian research institution.  

 

Participating Researchers 

- Postdocs from all scientific disciplines 0 to max. 4 years after the doctorate (when min. 3 
persons min. 1 person of the under-represented gender, as far as subject-specifically 
possible, based on the representation of male and female researchers in the respective 
research area; when max. 5 persons min. 2 persons of the under-represented gender 
(gender ratio as above), who want to work together on innovative, interdisciplinary 
research questions on an inter-institutional basis.  

- These postdocs (from Austria and abroad) form a Young Independent Researcher 
Group that, in agreement with the applying and the participating research institution(s) 
(or at least two organisational units of a research institution), formulates a proposal that 
meets the following in terms of content (see point 3). 

- One researcher acts as coordinator of the Young Independent Researcher Group. 
- Each researcher may take part in only one proposal for a Young Independent 

Researcher Group.  

                                                                 
1
 https://ec.europa.eu/research/swafs/pdf/pub_gender_equality/she_figures_2015-final.pdf  p.25-26 

http://www.oesterreich-fonds.at/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/swafs/pdf/pub_gender_equality/she_figures_2015-final.pdf
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Participating Research Institution(s)  

- Austrian research institution(s); one research institution must act as the applicant 
institution, the other research institution(s) are participating research institutions 
(consortium agreements must be drawn up).  

- No limit on the number of proposals that can be submitted by a research institution. One 
research institution can thus submit several proposals or participate in several 
proposals. 

- If there are any questions regarding the connection to a suitable research institution, 
potential applicants can contact members of the Executive Board of the FWF or the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences personally and seek the relevant advice. 
 

2. Expression of Interest (EoI) Application Procedure 
- The FWF will publish the Expression of Interest application form in December 2017. 

The applying research institution must submit this, in English, as a PDF file (not 
scanned) by e-mail and as a signed hard copy by post (date of postmark) to the FWF (to 
Sabine.Haubenwallner@fwf.ac.at) by 28 February 2018 at the latest. 

- The submission of this “Expression of Interest” is a condition of eligibility for a full 
proposal. By mid-March 2018, the FWF will invite all submissions that meet the 
necessary formal application requirements to submit a full proposal, which must be 
submitted by 20 April 2018 at the latest. For the content requirements for the full 
proposal, see point 3.  

- The full proposals will be subject to an international appraisal according to the usual 
FWF quality criteria. The final funding decision will be made by the FWF Board at the 
end of November 2018 on the basis of a discussion by an international jury. 

  

3. Content Requirements for the Full Proposal for the Young Independent Researcher 
Group 

Before submitting a project outline (Expression of Interest), the Young Independent Researcher 
Group must jointly agree on the following conditions and coordinate them with the applicant 
and the participating research institution(s): 

Presentation of the requirements for the research programme of the Young Independent 
Researcher Group:  

- State of the art in research on which the Young Independent Researcher Group is based  
- Presentation of shared goals, questions and concepts in the Young Independent 

Researcher Group  
- Interdisciplinary,2 innovative3 research approaches in the Young Independent 

Researcher Group’s research programme 
- Description of the thematic coherence and the expected added value through 

cooperation in the Young Independent Researcher Group: 

 by using a coherent and consistent terminology  

 by identifying the relevant characteristics of the problem  

 by presenting the aspects to be examined  

                                                                 

2
 Definition: “Interdisciplinarity” refers to the integration-oriented interaction of people from at least two 

disciplines with regard to common goals and results, with the disciplinary perspectives being brought 
together to form an overall view. 

3 Question to the reviewers: How does the proposal advance frontier research and unconventional 
scientific approaches? Does the proposed project have the potential to question and/or change existing 
paradigms in the fields involved or beyond? 

mailto:Sabine.Haubenwallner@fwf.ac.at
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 by integrating the various disciplinary theories into a common theoretical approach  

 through the description of how the synthesis is formed – common language, 
theoretical basis, individual contributions 

- Analysis/concept for the gender-appropriate orientation of the research approaches 
where thematically relevant; analysis of ethical aspects. 

Quality and Composition of the Research Team:  

For each junior researcher 

- Description of qualifications 
- Presentation of expertise 
- Research potential 
- Available capacity 
- International cooperation 

For the team 

- Presentation of cooperation 
- Communication structure in the team 

Further effects 

- Dissemination strategies and scientific communication: measures with regard to the 
profile of the Young Independent Researcher Group. 
 

4. Length of Funding 
- Maximum 4 years 

 
5. Level of Funding 

- Maximum €500,000/year; these costs include personnel costs in accordance with 
applicable FWF personnel cost rates including adjustment factors for postdocs (head) 
and employed PhDs, postdocs, materials, equipment, travel, other costs4 and 5 % 
general project costs 

- In addition 25% overhead costs will be provided 

 

Contact: Dr. Sabine Haubenwallner; FWF Department Strategy National Programmes  

Tel.: 0043-1-5056740-8603; Email: sabine.haubenwallner@fwf.ac.at 

                                                                 

4 Other costs are costs that cannot be attributed to personnel, equipment, materials and travel costs 

‒ For example: reimbursement of costs for the use of research facilities, e.g. costs for the project-specific use of 
existing equipment (project-specific “equipment times”) or large-scale research facilities; offers must in any case 
be enclosed. From sums of €10,000 ex. VAT (in relation to the entire duration of the project) the respective offer 
must also be accompanied by the corresponding cost-calculation basis of the research institution participating in 
the project. This calculation basis must contain information on the type and scope of the project – specific service 
charged (depending on internal billing, e.g. according to days or hours of use, or according to the number and 
type of measurements/analyses carried out, etc.), as well as a confirmation that the offer does not contain any 
infrastructure-related costs such as equipment depreciation costs, overheads, room costs, etc.  

‒ Costs for project-specific laboratory animals 

‒ Costs for the external execution of project-specific work (e.g. analyses to be outsourced, surveys, sampling, 
production of thin sections, etc.) - Quotations must be enclosed 

‒ Costs of disposal of hazardous waste 

‒ Fees for test persons 

 


